Species of Acanthobothrium van Beneden
1849 parasitize a variety of marine and estuarine elasmobranchs (Goldstein, 1967; Williams, 1969) . Collections from the freshwater stingrays Potamotrygon magdalenae Dumeril in the Magdalena River of Colombia and from P.
circularis Garman in th e Itacuai River of Brazil, contained specimens of two new species of Acanthobothrium which resemble each other more than they do any other known species. Worms were removed from host spiral valves, examined alive and fixed with warm AFA, or fixed in situ with 10 % formalin; all were stored in 70 % ethanol. Study included examination of whole mounts stained with Mayer's hematoxylin and mounted in Canada balsam as well as study of serial cross sections cut at 8 p.m and stained with hematoxylin-eosin. Measurements are in urn unless otherwise stated with number of measurements (N) and mean values (x) indicated for certain characteristics. Figures were drawn with the aid of a drawing tube. Acanthobothr;um qu;nones; sp. n. Description (based on 15 specimens): Strobila acraspedote, apolytic, up to 25 mm long; composed Received for publication 27 January 1978.
* Funds for this study were provided through a grant from the National Geographic Society to T.B.T . (X = 100) in diameter, pads 158-197 (x = 180) wide. Hook formula (modified from that of Euzet, 1956) Etymology: The species is named for the Amazon Region where its host resides.
Remarks
Acanthobothrium amazonensis most closely resembles A. quinonesi but differs by possessing highly lobate ovarian lobes, more testes (x = 62 rather than 52), smaller bothridial hooks (maximum total length = 184 rather than 142 um ) and by having a cirrus sac which is not curved anteriorly.
The taxonomy of species of Acanthobothrium has been based primarily on comparison of 17 characters: shape of bothridial hooks (1) ; size of bothridial hooks (2) ; number of testes (3); distribution of testes (4); location of genital pore (5); number of accessory suckers (6); shape of ovary (7); relative length of ovarian lobes (8); number of proglottids per strobila (9) ; presence or absence of prominent genital atrium (10); relative neck width (11); relative bothridial width (12); size of cirrus sac (13); shape of cirrus sac (14); presence or absence of strobilar spination (15); size of scolex and strobila (16) ; and relative length of cephalic peduncle (17) . Acanthobothrium quinonesi and A. amazonensis resemble each other by sharing identical characters 1, 4, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, and 17 . Among the seven other characters, there is overlap in variation between the two species in genital pore location, testes number, and scolex size, and near overlap in bothridial hook size and cirrus sac size. The follicular nature of the ovarian lobes of A. amazonensis and the anteriorly curved cirrus sac of A. quinonesi constitute characteristic differences. Acanthobothrium terezae, also from a neotropical freshwater stingray, agrees with A. quinonesi and A. amazon ensis in featur es of cha racters 1, 6, 8, 10, 11, 12, 15, and 17 . We th erefore consider the thr ee specie s from freshwater stingrays in South America distinct but more similar to eac h othe r than to any other known species.
